
Guidelines for Final Paper, Option #2
Animals, Humans and the Coronavirus

“We are changing the way animals live.”
    --Dr. Michael Greger


Questions
· What are zoonotic diseases?
· What role have animals played in the creation of this epidemic? 
· How are animals impacted by the spread of the disease? 
· What role do humans play in the rise of infections diseases?   

If questions like these puzzle you after all you have been reading and hearing about the coronavirus, then this is the right assignment for you. Your task is to examine the relationship between animals, humans and the coronavirus using some of the latest journalism and research. 

Length
Your paper should be 3-4 pages of text with a separate Works Cited page. That’s about 800 to 1,000 words. Feel free to include photos if it enhances your message. 

Content
Be careful not to fill your paper with only facts that you have found online. You need to find a balance between facts and reflection (your impressions).  Be sure to source the facts you are using in your paper. For example, you might write “According to an article by Josh Smith in the New York Times…” or “Dr. Josh Smith of New York Presbyterian Hospital reported to CNN recently that…” And then you would list those articles or video newsclips in your Works Cited page. Interviews on YouTube and TV networks are also a good source for information. 

Sources
Your paper should have a minimum of 4 sources. I’ll let you decide what kind of sources they should be, but consider picking a few from this list:

Voice
You may use first-person perspective if you wish to include your own experiences of dealing with this pandemic and reflections on it epidemic. Just keep in mind that the paper isn’t about you; it’s about the connections that exist between animals and humans in the creation of highly infectious diseases, such as Covid-19, and your reactions/reflections.

Here are some suggestions for sources:
(To access these links please copy and paste them into your browser. Note that the first two, under ESSENTIAL VIEWING will really deepen your knowledge. The rest are articles I’ve come across in the past week, and I’m sure more like them will be coming. So definitely do some online searching of your own!!!!)

 
ESSENTIAL VIEWING

HSUS Dr. Michael Greger   -- note that this one-hour talk is about 10 years old but don’t let that stop you from watching the whole thing closely! I highly recommend all students who have selected Option #2 to watch this video.
http://usaebn.org/ComReady/index.php/usaebn-tv/video/dr-michael-greger-on-pandemic-prevention-infectious-diseases-aids-climate-change-influenza-230?fbclid=IwAR12GlpHrehoKwCRd9hX0Lpr4IexlJ-NwFx4nKdFC8IvBBt7y0w0t8Urj04


THE BOOK “SPILLOVER: ANIMAL INFECTIONS AND THE NEXT HUMAN PANDEMIC”  by science author David Quammen came out in 2012. So these three interviews with him (below) are dated, but they are so important to understanding the big picture. And they raise the question, if we knew all this, why were we so unprepared? (I can’t recommend one of the three as I need to watch them in full myself but I guarantee that this man is worth listening to, so pick any one. I imagine the talks are similar.) In an interview, he was asked if the book will scare us. This is what he said: “Being scared is useless. Educate yourself about what can be done, both in the short term and the long term, and do it.”

1) Spillover – interview with David Quammen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rSNe9x11nuY
2) Spillover -- David Quammen ted talk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rI11hHOya34
3) Spillover -- David Quammen c-span
https://www.c-span.org/video/?308799-1/spillover


WILD ANIMAL TRADE    

The Coronavirus could finally kill the wild animal trade
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/02/25/virus-bats-pangolins-wild-animals-coronavirus-zoonotic-diseases/


The Surprising History of the Wildlife Trade That May Have Sparked the Coronavirus – Mother Jones magazine
https://www.motherjones.com/food/2020/03/the-surprising-history-of-the-wildlife-trade-that-may-have-sparked-the-coronavirus/




 The Novel Coronavirus and Its Connection to Wildlife
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/blog/the-novel-coronavirus-and-its-connection-to-wildlife/?utm_source=NATURE+Newsletter&utm_campaign=aac1c97c5a-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_25_04_59&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1557d1512e-aac1c97c5a-54773177
The culprit is us, not pangolins
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/27/opinions/pangolin-coronavirus-pandemic-breiman/index.html

Tiger King: Murder, Mahem and Madness (A thank you to Madison Dietz for bringing this documentary to my attention.) This is a wild film, suggested by one of your classmates as a very engrossing film to help rid us of boredom, but it also goes to the heart of what is so wrong in our culture -- The whole topic of exotic animal trade is at the root of the problem. 
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&q=Tiger+King%3A+Murder%2C+Mayhem+and+Madness

Pangolins found to carry related strain
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-52048195



FARMED ANIMALS

Is factory farming to blame?
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/28/is-factory-farming-to-blame-for-coronavirus



THE EFFECTS OF 2 BILLION HUMANS ON LOCKDOWN

Nature is taking back Venice
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/mar/20/nature-is-taking-back-venice-wildlife-returns-to-tourist-free-city?utm_term=RWRpdG9yaWFsX0dyZWVuTGlnaHQtMjAwMzI3&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=greenlight_email&utm_campaign=GreenLight


India: hatchlings headed to ocean
https://www.indiatimes.com/trending/environment/with-humans-under-lockdown-8-lakh-olive-ridley-turtles-get-to-peacefully-nest-on-odisha-coast-509372.html?fbclid=IwAR22lfRa3KyykBVoubv3zIA03ITLjQvlJHhZCXZk_f8H7Z9swZzovecyh14

Coronavirus poses lethal threat to great apes, experts warn
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/mar/24/coronavirus-poses-lethal-threat-to-great-apes-experts-warn


India: Elephant owners face huge losses  -- My friend in Bombay says, “Good! I hope they go out of business!”
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kochi/coronavirus-effect-elephant-owners-face-huge-losses/articleshow/74773019.cms?utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=TOIDesktop

Coronavirus: Animal shelter suspends intake amid outbreak
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-london-52056639
It’s not just humans suffering
https://kathmandupost.com/12/2020/03/27/it-s-not-just-humans-suffering-under-the-lockdown-dogs-are-too

 



 

